An HP Calculator Celebration Year
HHC 2007 celebrates the 35th year of the scientific calculator, the HP-35A1.  HHC 2007 also celebrates the 35th year of HP calculator sales.  Since HP was the first manufacturer to build a scientific calculator and the first to offer a financial calculator, it is appropriate that, after 35 years, we celebrate this significant milestone.
HP will celebrate for the entire year, not just on a specific date in February.  We have our Conference in September, or three quarters into the year.  This optimizes the number of new machines to talk about and the month of September is also a weather and travel compromise that has worked well over the decades.  This year we meet at the very end of the month.
2007 is also a year in what has been a UK, HPCC five year period of having a two day primary Conference.   The last major UK Conference was in 2002.  Nearly a dozen people from the US HP User community attended.  The US Conference this year is the last weekend of September (29th & 30th) and the UK Conference is scheduled for the second weekend of October (13th & 14th).  From the survey taken at HHC 2006 there will be a substantial number of US users attending the HPCC conference in London.
Our conferences and the US organization of The HP-65 User’s Club, PPC, and CHHU represent the oldest and continuously active HP User Community.  We announced the demise of the grandest HP user group, Interex, at HHC 2005.  See the details at the link below at the bottom
http://holyjoe.net/hhc2005/  

We may not be the largest HP User Community, HPUC, but we have been the most loyal group of HP customers.

Since HP has reorganized into a more global operation – see my comments on last year’s web site at:  
http://holyjoe.net/hhc2006/  –
it is of interest to us all to watch how the calculator group is changing.  We met Sam Kim (New Product Manager) last year and I believe that his presentation resonated with everyone.  He is a true calculator enthusiast and he believes in the same values that inspire most of us – quality, well thought out features, and practical functionality.  These are the aspects of calculators that have kept us most loyal to HP.  We all know how bumpy the high tech calculator business has been in the last five years.  We have seen up close and personal the changes made by the big four – TI, HP, Casio, and Sharp.  We know that General Manager, Fred Valdez saved HP calculators in 2001.  In early April of 2007 HP offered Fred early retirement (he took the offer) and the GM position became vacant.  Sam Kim is now acting GM and he is in the running for this position.  Keep tuned to the HHC 2007 website for news as it happens.
Last year we changed the style of the HHC web site to make it more active in reporting news and activities at HP and the HP user community.  We will continue with this style this year.  The HHC this 
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1.  Normal “engineering practice” follows a company document numbering system for engineering documents.  When the document first appears (usually for production) the initial release is usually called revision A.  The next change is identified with revision B, etc.  In the early days of HP, 35 years ago in February 1972, the influence of marketing was not as prevalent as it is today.  Internally the HP-35 was the HP-35A.  As new models were produced the suffix “revision” letter was used for marketing purposes rather than a time sequence of versions.  “C” was added for continuous memory, S for scientific, X for expandable, etc.  Does anyone remember what E stood for?  Today, B is for business, S for scientific, and G for graphing.  The use of upper and lower case letters has also changed.  The present trend is to use a lower case suffix as exemplified by the HP50g.
year will be at HP in the calculator group’s back yard in San Diego.  This will allow more members of the HP team to attend and more readily participate in the celebration of 35 years of HP calculators.

If you attended CES in January you may have passed by the HP booth.  The most common observation about the booth was that it was not very celebratory.  It was simple, and frankly kind of bleak.  It certainly did not represent the glory of 35 years.  I personally investigated this situation during the four days that I was at the show.  The primary reason was that the calculator group was sort of “given” the space at the booth because of the 35 year celebration.  The old adage “beggars can’t be choosers” applies at the corporate level as it does at the individual level.  I also asked about the booth when I visited HP during the hotel selection process for the conference.  I saw many exciting displays and products that could have been used for the CES booth.  When I asked why they were not used I was told that the HP booth at CES had to comply with all corporate guidelines and rules.  If, for example, a logo was not positioned in the right place the item would not qualify for use at the CES Corporate booth.  Other corporate booth guidelines such as the use of placards worked against the personal nature of calculators as well.  These constraints will not apply to the conference!  You may look forward to full calculator group participation at the conference.
The Conference theme has not been “officially” approved by the committee as this is being written but it will likely be in line with “Celebrating 35 Years.”  Any aspect of HP’s calculators involving any model is certainly appropriate for this year’s conference.  HP will have at least one special machine to talk about and there will be lots of unusual information related to it.

Here is one suggestion that was made to me.  If you have an HP-35, bring it with you.  I have never seen all (six?) variants of the HP-35 side by side and I will bet money that we will have an excellent chance of this happening if everyone brings their HP-35.  One of the Committee members made a wonderful suggestion for a Conference “project.”  Since we will not have the cost of $750 a day for the Conference meeting room rental we will have the resources to produce this suggestion and have one for every attendee.  I know that you will use it every day and that you will find it a brilliant idea.  We have the time and resources to produce it but it will have to remain a surprise.
Last year the HHC 2006 attendance was just slightly better than HHC 2005.  This is a small indicator that HP calculator interest and activities are increasing.  Perhaps the special 35th year celebration and being close to HP’s calculator “headquarters” will off set the location of not being more US central and our attendance will be better than in 2006.
I hope to see you all at the Conference.  Check the web site every fortnight or so to see what 35 years of HP calculators is capable of doing.

X < > Y,

Richard J. Nelson
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